An assessment of the use of anthropometric measures for predicting low birth weight.
We report results of an evaluation of two anthropometric surrogates, viz chest circumference and mid-arm circumference, of birth weight. Optimal criteria for predicting birth weight below 2000 g and below 2500 g were provided by use of chest circumference alone. However, even the best criterion was not very sensitive indicating that use of anthropometric surrogates may have a limited practical value.